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I waa born June 2, 1808, in Christian
county, Ky., ln that part of lt whlch.
by a subsequont division, Is now In
Todd county. At thls placO has slnce
arlsen the vlllage of Falrvlew, and on

tho exact spot where wa.s born has
beon constructed t'.>- Baptlst church ol
tho placo. My father, Samuel Davls,
was n natlve of Oeorgla, and served lu
tho War of tho Revolutlon flrst ln tho
"mounted gun men" and afterwards as

captaln of Infantry al the slcge of Sa¬
vannah, During my infancy my fathor
removed t<> Wilklnson county, Mis
After pas^ing through tl o county acad¬
emy, 1 cntorcd Transvaal College, Ken¬
tucky, al the nge of slxteen, and was
advaneed as far as t' o Bonlor class,
when 1 was appointed to tho Unltod
States Mllltary Academy ai West P ilnt,
which 1 entered ln Septembor, 1824.
graduated ln 1S28, nnd then, in accord-
ance with the custom of ci ets, entered
actlve service wIUi \ e rank of lieu¬
tenant, 3ervlng as nn ofllcer oi infau-
try on tli^ .-Nortfiwest frontler untll
is:::',. whenv«a» r**glment of dragoons
havlng been creatcd, was transferred
to lt. Aftor a succeissful campaign
against iho Indlans, l roslgned from
the army i;i !-:;". belnj ai xlous I tul 11)
a long-existing eni lent wlth u
daughter of Col.'Zachar; I'aylor, whom
I married, not "after ;i romautli elope¬
ment," as hns h.. oflon boen sl ited, bm
at tho houso of her aunt nnd In tho.
presom.£ mi ny of lu r rolativcs, nt a
placo near Louisvlllo, Ky. Then 1 be¬
camo a ..uti.,n planter ln \Varren,coun-
ty, Miss. lt was my mtsfortuno early
ln my marrled :::'¦¦ \u loso my wife,
and for many y thereafl r I llved
ln groat socluslon on I plantation ln
the swamps bf thi Mi sh Ippl, ln l.si:;
I for tho llrst timo took part in Um
polltical llfo of tho country. Next year
I was chosen one of im- presldentlal
electors at larg.- of tho State, and lu
the Bucceeding yoar wai elected to
Congress. taking my sei t In tho House
of Representatlves In December, 1815,
The proposition t.j tormlnato tho jolnt
occupancy of Orogon ahd tho reforma-
tlon of tho tarla* wero the two quos-
tlons arouslng most publlc attentlon at
that timo, nnd I took an actlvo part
ln their discussion, especially in Uial
of the first.

XXnr Wlth Mexlpo,
Durlng this perlod hostllltlea with

Moxlco commenced, nnd in the leglsla¬
tlon which tho contest rcndi-rcd nocos-
.ary my mllltary educatlon onabled me
to tak^ a scmowhat prominent part.

In Juno. 1840, a regimont ot Mlssis.
¦Ippl volun.tcors ivai organized at
yickaburg, "f whloh 1 was blectccl col¬
onel. On recelvlng noticb of tha elec¬
tion! proceeded to ovfertako tho regl¬
ment, -whlch was ulrcady on lts way
to Moxlco, and Joliiod ll at Now Or¬
leans. Repprtlng t" General Taylor.
tlien commandlng at Camargo, my
reglment, although tho last to arrlvo.
havlng beon detalned i'm- some timo on
duty ut Un- mouth of the RIo Grando.
was selectod tu movo with tho advance
upon tho clty o: Montorey, Tho want
of transportation prevontod General
Taylor from taking" tho wholo body >>t
volunteers who had roported thero for
duty. Tho Mlsslssippl reglment was
armed ontlrely wlth porcussion rlil«-s.
And horo It may bo lntoreBtlllg to stato
that General Scott in Washlngton etl-
doavored to purauado mo not to tako
moro rillcs than onough fnr four com¬
panlos, and objected partlcularly tn
percussion nnns aa not having- hoon
¦Ufficlently tested for the use of troops
|n tho fleld. Knowlng that tho Mlssis-
¦Ippiuns would havo no confidence lu
the old fllntlock muaUels, 1 Inslated on
their being armed wllh iho kind of rlll:
then rocontly made nt Now Haven
Conn..the Whltney rillo. From hav¬
lng been flrst used hy the MUsisslp.
ptans, those rlfles hava always booi
Known as tho Mlsslnslppl rllleu.

ln the attack on Montorey, Genera

Taylor dlvlded hls forco, sending one

part of it by a elrcultous rouil to attack
lhe clty from tho west, whllo ho do-
cldcd '.ci lead in person tlio attack em

tho enst. Tlio Mississlppl reglment
advanced to tho relief of a forco which
hnd attacked Fort Lanarla, but had
boen ropulsed beforo tho Miasisslpplans
arrived. They carrled * the redoubt,
aad Ui" fort, whloh was In tho renr of
it, surrendered. Tlie noxt dny our
forco on tlu* Wost sldo carrled success-

fully the lioiglit nn whlcli stond tlio
blshop's palaco, whleh commanded tho

On tlio thlrd day thc Mlsslsslpplans
advanced frnm tho fort which they
hold through lnnos nml gardens, skli-in-
Ishlng and drlvlng tho onomy before
tliem, uiitl! thoy reached a two-story
Itouso ai lhe corner nf tho Grand
Plaza. 11. re thoy woro joined by a

reglmont ot Texana, aml frnm tlie win¬
dows of HiIb house thoy openod flro
on the artillory nnd such other troops
as worn iu vlew, But to get a better
positlon fer flrlng nn tho principal
building of th.- Grand Plaza lt was
necessary to cross tho Btreet, whlcli
was swept by canlster an.l grapo, rnt-
tlliii;- on lhe pavemont llke hull; and
aH Uio Streot was very narrnw, it was
deterniluod to construct a llylng bar-
rlctule, Some long timbers wore found,
and witii paok sadtllos and boxes,
wllloll .served tho lnii-pe.se, a barricacl ..

wjia cohsti uctoil.
StrlKin. lncliliiit.

Moro ocourred an Incideut to whtch
I hnve slnco froquently ro torrod vltli
prtdo. In breaking opon a quartor-
rpaBtor's storchouso tn get supplles fm
thla barrlcado the mon found bundlos
of tho much-prtzed Moxlcan hiankots
und also of very servlcoablo shoes ancl
paolt aaddloa, Tho pack Btlddtos wore

freely takon ¦'« good material l'or tlii
proposed hurrlcade; aud ono of mj
men, as his h'hQOH woro broken a]\,.
¦i..*. had hurt hla feet, asked m\
in rinissiiia *... take a pair frotn ono oi
Un* boxes, Thls, nf courso, wus fron'*
licoorded; but-nnt onn >f tlio verj
rnlll ible nn.l mUOll-prlHOd Mexlca:
blankets waa takon.
About tlio tlmo that tho llylng bar.

llcade waa completed nrrangemonti
WQt'O made bv thu 'i.'.i_aua and Mi.ssi.s

slppians to occupy houses on both
sldes of tho streot for tho purpose of
moro el'fectlvo liro Into tho Grand
Plaza. lt havlng boon deemed neces¬

sary to Increase our forco, tho Mlsslt:-
slppl sergeant-major was sent back fo.-
iioino companlos of tho Flrst "Mlssls¬
sippl, whlch had romalnod bchind. IIo
roturned wlth tho statement that tln
onerriy was behlnd us, that nll our

troops had been withdrawn, nnd that
orders h:«d boon three tlmes sent to
me to return.- Governor Henderson, of
Texas, had nccompanled tho Texan
troops, and on submlttliig to hlm tho
questlon what we should do undor tho
message. he reallzed, as was very
plain, that It was safer' to remain
whore we woro than (our supports
havlng boen withdrawn) to return
across stroets, whero wo wei-o llahlo
to ho flrod on by artlllery, nnd aorps
opon grounds, whero cavalry mlght ho
expected to attack us. But bo added
that ho supposed the orders camo froin
lhe general ln ehief, and wo were
liound to obey thom. So wo mndo dls-
posltlons to retlrc qulotlyj but ln pnsj-
ing tho llrst squaro wo found that our
movement had been antlclpatod, an
that a battory of artillory was posteel
to command tlio streot. Tho arrango-
ment made by mo for crosslng it was
that I should go flrst; If only ono gun
was flrod at ino. thon another mnn
should follow! and so on, aiuithor and
another, untll a volloy should bo flrod,
|and thon ull of them should rueh rap¬
idly across beforo tho guns could ho
tcloadod, ln thls mannor tho mon got
across wlth llttlo loss. Wo thon mado
our way to tho BUhurb, whero wo
found that an oflloor of Infantry witli
two companies and a soctlon of artll¬
lery hnd boon postod to wait for us.
nnd. ln case ot emergoncy, to aid our
retreat.

asked For Coufervuee,
Early next morning Gonoral Anipu-

[IIft, commandlng tho Moxlcan forcc,
sont lu n tlng nnd usked for n confor¬
onco wlth a vlow to capltulation,
General Taylor aocedocl to tho propoel-
tlon, and nppolnted Gonoral Worth,
Oovornor Honderson and mysoif mill.
misslonoi-H lo nrraugu tho torms ot
capltulation. General Taylor received
tho city nt Monturcy, wll.li BuppUtui

much needed by lils army and shelter
for tho wounded. Tho enomy galned
only tho prlvilego of rotlrlng peace-
fully.a piivllogo Which. lf lt had
hoon accordod, they had the powor to
tako by any ono of the threo roads
opon to thom. Tho polnt beyond whlch
they should withdraw was llxed by the
torms of capltulation, and the tlmo
durlng which hosUUltles wero to bo
suspended was determined on by the
length of tlmo necessary to refor to
and rocelvo answors from tho two
governmonts, A few days beforo tho
oxptration of the tlmo so tlxed tho
govorumont of tho United, States dis-
approvod of the capltulation, and or¬
dered tho truce to bo Immedlatoly ter-
minated. By thls decision wo lost
whatever credlt liad been glvon to us
for gonorous torms ln tho capltulation;
and hostllltlos woro to bo resumod
Without any preparatlons havlng boen
mado fci omiblo Genoral Taylor, ovon
wlth tho small forco ho had, to ad¬
vance further into tho onomy's cotin-
try. Gonoral Taylor's lottor to Mr.
Marcy, Socrotary of War, wa.s a vory
good rosponse to an unjust crrtlcism;
und ln tho "Wnshington Unlon ol" that
tlmo l also publlshod a very full ex-

plunatlon of tho acts of tho commls-
sionors and of tho mllitary quosttons
lnvolved ln tho mntter of capltulation
in preforencq to contlnulng tho sleso
and attack.

Brcnured Por Cuiupntgn.
Gonoral Taylor, assulng thut it waa

intondod for him to advanco lato tho
Interlor of Moxlco, thon commeucod to
proparo himsolf for such a campalgi!.
To thls end ho mndo requisitlotis for
tho noiiliul trnnsportutJon. ns woll as

munltiona, Including. among other sup¬
plies, largo Indla rubber ba'gs ln whVh
io carry provlslons for days, and
whlch, bolng omptlod boforo wo reach-
od tho desort of slxty milos, would, by
bolng fllled with wator. onablo hls
troops ix\n\ horsos to cross thoso dosort
lihilns. Theso antl othor dotplls had
beon ontorod into under tho oxpecta-
tlon tlmt tho ccnsure of tho trenty ot
Montoroy mount a march into tho In¬
terlor of Moxlco. Anothor thlng ro-

quirod was a now battory of tloUl
pleces to tnke tho placo of tho old
Hiuiiiroid. UaUary. wJilflU. hy. louir aar-

vlce had become honeycombod. When
all theso arrangements woro nearly
completed it was declded to send Gun-
eral Scott wlth dlscretionary power.
which onabled hlm to tnko nearly all
the trled troops Gonoral Taylor had.
includlng even the englneer then em¬
ployed in tlie Constructlon of a fort.
and tlie bnttery nf new guns to replace
the old ones. whlcli were deemeel no
longer safo. but which. undor tlio in-
trepld Captaln Bragg. afterwards c'.ld
good service in tho battle of Buenn
Vista.
Goneral Tnylor, wlth the maln body

of hls army, went to Vlctorla, e nl
thero mndo arrangements to sond them
nll to report to Gonoral Scott at Yeru
Crux exoopt the small force he con¬
sidered hlmself entitled to ns un escort
on hls route back to Monterey tlirougu
an unfrlendly poople. Tliat osn.rt cun-
slsteel of u bnttery of llght artlllery, :,'

squadron of dragoons and a rcglmont
of Mlsslssippl rillomon. With theso lie
procoodod through Monterey and Sn.l-
tillo to Agun Nueya, whoro he was
jolned by the dlvislon of General Wool,
who had made tho campalgn of Chi-
huahua.

San n Anne Advance*..
Goncriil Santa Anna, commandlng

tho nrmy of Mexlco, was Informed of
tho action which hnd beon tnken in
strlpplng Genernl Taylor of hls forces,
and was nlso informed tliat he had at
Saltiilo only a handful of volunteers,
whlcli could he easily dlsporsed on thu
appronch of an nrmy. Thus ussurcd,
and wlth tho prospect of rocoverlng nll
tho country down to tlie Rlo Grando,
Santa Anna ndvancod upon Agun
Nuova.

Gonoral Taylor retired to tlie Angos-
tura Pass, ln front of tho llaclenda ol
Buona Vlsta, and thero mndo hls dls-
posltlons to receivo tho anttcipatod at¬
tack. As sago as ho was brave, hls
dlsposltlons woro made ns well as the
small forco at hls command mado it
possiblo. Aftor two days of bloody
fighting, Santa Anna retired beforo thls
llttlo fnroo, Uio grontor pnrt of whleh
had novor hoforo boon undor flro.
Tho onconntor with tho onemy was

vory bloody. Tho Mlssisslpplans lost
many of their best mon, for each of
whom, howovor, thoy slow soveral of
tho onemy. For, trained niarksinon,
thoy nover touched tho trlggor wlth¬
out having an objoct through both
slghts, ond thoy seldom 11 red wlthout
drawlng blood. Tho Infantry ngalnst
whom tlio advanco was mado was
drlven back; but tho cavalry then
movod to get ln tho roar of tlio Mi%-
.slssinpiuns, and thls Involvod tho 110-

cosslly of falllng back to whoro tlio
plain was narrow, eo as to liavo a

ru'viiiQ ou each flank.
In Hils positlon tho second domon-

strutlon of tho onomy's cavalry was
rocoivod. Thoy woro ropulsod, und it
was qulet ln front of tho Mlssisslpplans
untll an nld camo nnd callod from thn
othor sido of tho ravlno, which ho
could not pass, that Gonoral Taylor
wantod support to como us soon us
possiblo for tho proteotion of the artil¬
lory on tho rlght flank, Tho ordor wns

promptly oboyed nt doublo-qulck, al¬
though tho distanco' must huve boon
nearly a mile, Thoy found tho onemy
moving ln throo lines upon tho bat¬
torlos of Capt. Braxton Bragg apd tho
poctlon of artillory cominunded by
Goorgo II. Thomas. Tho Mlssisslpplans
__ma «_ iu, lUu_ tholr rlubt toiik, qo-

poslte tho tlrst llno of the advancing
onemy, and at a vory short range
cpenod ilro. All being sharpshooters,
thoso toward lhe left of tho ilne
obliqued to tho right, nnd at closo quar¬
ters and agalnst throo long llnes, very
fow shots could havo inlssed. At thc
samo timo tho guns of Bragg nnd
Thomns wero firlng grapc. Tho effect
wns docisivo; tho Infantry and artil¬
lory of the onemy immedlately retlred.

""."<> Enciny ln Pronl.
At the closo of the day Snnta Anna

bugled tho retreat, us was supposed,
to go Into quarters; but whon tho next
sun roso thero was no onemy In our
front. *
Tho. nows of this victory was re¬

ceived ln tho United Statea with a da-
gree of enthusiasm proportionate to
the small means wlth whlch lt was
nchieved, and generosity was oxcltod
by tho feollng that Gonoral Taylor had
been treated wlth Injustlco. Thencc-
forwarcl the march of "Old P.ough and
Ready" to thn Whito Houso was a foro-
gono conclusion.

ln this battlo, whllo advancing to
moet the or.orny, then presalng somo of
our dlscomflted volunteors on tho lo't
of tho fleld of battle, I received a

palnful wound, whlch was rondlred
more severo in consoquonco of remnin-
lng Iri the saddlo all day, although
wounded early ln thc morning. A ball
had passed through tho foot, leavlng
ln thc wound broken bones and foreign
matter; whicli tho delay had mado lt
impossiblo then to extract. In conso¬

quonco I had to return homo on

crutches.
In tho meantlmo n Senator of Mls¬

slssippl had dled, and tho Govornor
had appointed mo hls tmocessor. Beforo
my return home Prosidont Polk had
also appolntod mo brlgadlor-goncral of
volunteors, an appointment which I do-
cllnod on tho ground that yolunteors
aro mllitla, and that tho Constltutlon
reserved to the Stato tho appolntmont
of all mllitla ofllcers. Thls wus in
1S17. ln January, 1S48, tho Mlsslssippl
Legislature unanlmously elocted mo
Unlted Statos Sonator for tho rest ol
tho unoxplrod torm, nnd in 1850 I was
ro-olectod for tho full torm as my owu
successor. ln tho Unlted States Sonato
I was chairman of tho "Mllltary Com¬
mltteo, and I also took nn actlvo part
ln tho dQbates on tho cumpromlso
moasures of lsno, frequently opposlng
Sonator Douglns, of Illlnols, lu hla
thoory of squntter sovorolgnty, and
advocatlng, as a means of paclflcatlon.
the oxtenslon of tho MIssouri Compro-
nilso llno to tho Pnclllc. "Whon" tho
quostion was prescntod to Mlsslssippl
as to whothor tho Stato should acqul-
esco in tho compromlso leglslatlon of
1850, or whethor It should join thc
othor Southorn Stntes In a convention
to docldo ns to tho bost course t*b pur-
suo In vlow of tho threatonod usurpa-
tlons of tho Fodoral governmont, I ad-
vocatod a convention of tho Southorn
States with a vlow to such co-opora-
tlon as mlght effectually chock thc
oxorolso of constructlvo powors, the
parent of despotlsni, by the Fodoral
govorumont.

('iiiiviiNis For Governor.
Tho canvass for Govornor com-

nioiicocl thut yoar. Tho candldato ol

tho Domocrntlo party was by hls onj

pononts represontod to hold oxtremc
nplnhms.ln othor words, to bo a dis-
unlonlst, For. although ho was a man

nf hlgh nhnvactor and bad sarvad th*

country well ln peace and war, thl»
BUppositlon wus so artfully cultlvateii
that, though the Democratic party was
estimated to be about eight thousand
In majority, when thc election oc-
currod ln September the Democratic
candidates for a convention woro do-
lealod by a mujorlty of ovor Beven
thousand, ond tho Democratic candi¬
date for Governor wlthdrew.
Tho election for Governor wns to

occur ln Novombor. and I was called
on to tako tho plnco vacated by th«
candldato who hud wlthdrawn froia
tho canvass. It was a forlorn hopo,
ospeclally as my heult hhad been lm-
ospeclally aa my health had boen lm-
VUBS, nnd thero was not tlme bofore tlio
npproachlng election to make such a
canvass us would ho needed to roform
tho ranks of tho Domocracy. However,
ns a duty to the party. I accepted tho
positlon. and mado ns actlve a cam¬

palgn as tlmo permitted, wlth the re¬

sult that the majority ugalnst tho
party was reduced to loss thnn ono

thousand. From thls tlme I rernalnod
ongaged in qulet fnrm lnbors untll the
nomlnatlon of Franklin Plerco, whon I
went out to advocnte hls election, hav¬
ing formed a very hlgh oplnlon of hlm
as u statesman nnd a pntrlot from ob-
Borvatlona of hlm In 1837 nnd 1H3S
when ho wus In tho United States Sen¬
ate. On hls election as President I
became a member of hls Cabinet. flll.
ing thn, ofllce of Secretary of War dur¬
ing hls entlre torm.

Work ln Seiinfe.
During theso four years I proposed

the Introduetion of camels for servlco
on tho Western plalns, a suggostlon
which was adoptod. I also Introducod
an Improved system of Infantry tac-
tics, effocted the substltutlon of Iron
for wood in gun carrlages, socurod
rilled muskets and rlflos ancl tho uso
of Minio halls, and advocated tho ln¬
creaso of tlio dofonses of tho seacoast
by heavy guns and tho uso of largo-
gruln powder.

Wlille In tho Sonnto I had advocated,
ns a mllltary necesslty ancl as a means
of proserving the Paclllc Torrltory -"lo
tho Union, tho constructlon of a mlll¬
tary rnilway across the contlnont, and
as Socrotary of War I was put in
charge of tho surveys of tho varlous
routes proposed. Perliaps for a slmtlnr
reason.my previous notion in the
Senate.I wns also put in chargo of
tho oxtcnslon of tho Unlted States
Capltol.
Tho admlnistration of Mr. Piorco pro-

sonts tho singlo Instance of an oxocu-

tlvo whoso Cabinet witnessed no change
of persons during tho wholo term. At
Its closo. having beon re-olectod to tho
Unltod States Senato, I ro-entored that
body,
During tho dlscusslon of tho com-

promlso mea'sures of 1850, tho refusal
to extend tho Mlssourl compromiso Une
to tho raclllc wna enrly put on the
ground thnt thoro wns no constltu-
tional authority "to leglsl.ato siavery
Into or out of uny torrltory, whlcli was

ln fnct aud sooinlng Intent a repudla-
tlon of tho Mlssourl compromiso, and
It wns so' treated in tho Kansas-Ne-
braska blll.

Pnrty Dlvlded.
Subsoquently Mr. Douglas, tho advo-

cato of what was called squattor sov-

orolguty, insisted upon the rlghts of
tho llrst lmmlgrants Into tho torrltory
to decldo upon tho quostlon whether
mlgrntlng' citlzens mlght tako their
slaves wlth them, which meant, lf it
meant anythlng, that Congress could
authorlvio a fow sottlors to do what lt
wus admittcd Congress Itself could not
do, But out of tiiis blll arose a dla-
sonslon which finally dlvlded tho Demo¬
cratic party and caused Its defeat in
tho presidentlal olectlnn of 1800. And
from thls ompty, basoloss thoory grew
tho 11 in cl of our dlrost woes,
Whon Congross mot ln the fall cf
-,-,-.-;-p-.

tCantlnnaii. oa S«iVj»-oJJ«. *P_j__i |!


